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Thursday, May 231, 2026
MINUTES OF THE AD HOC ADVOCACY COMMITTEE OF THE BRIDGEPORT BOARD OF EDUCATION, held May 21, 2026, at Bridgeport City Hall, 45 Lyon Terrace, Bridgeport, Connecticut.
Board members present were chair Robert Traber and Maritza Estremera Jimenez, and Albert Benejan Grajales*.  
*Remote participation
Interim Supt. Royce Avery was present.
The meeting was called to order at 6:12 p.m.
Mr. Traber and Dr. Avery summarized recent developments regarding state funding with the close of the legislative session. Mr. Traber noted the funding that is not counted as part of the ECS.  He added that the board was $9 million away from balancing the budget.
Dr. Avery said we’re looking at the 34 recommendations in the audit.  He said there would be a balanced budget by the end of June, but there would likely be no money to enhance anything in the district or to have a safety net.
Mr. Traber discussed the complications accessing funding from the MARB (Municipality Accountability Review Board).  He said any funding from MARB to be received would not arrive before June 30th this year.
The public forum portion of the meeting included interactions with community members, staff members, and representatives of various organizations. 
There was a discussion of the advocacy this year, including strengths and weaknesses.   Several participants said the students were very important to the advocacy.  
Other topics discussed were the importance of parents to advocacy and the participation of advocacy groups.
Mr. Traber said the committee would be starting earlier next year, in the fall.  He described organizing, a recent change in the Connecticut Education Association, and the successes this year in obtaining more funding. 
Mr. Benejan Grajales moved to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Estremera Jimenez and unanimously approved.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

John McLeod



